Gulf Cooperation Council Interconnection Authority and Organizing
Committee of 2019 World Congress announce side event on largescale electricity interconnections
GCCIA- hosted event to highlight strategic importance of Global Electricity
Interconnections to increase energy sustainability

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (UAE), 2nd September 2018 – The UAE Organising
Committee of the 24th World Energy Congress has announced the signing of an agreement
with the Gulf Cooperation Council Interconnection Authority (GCCIA) to host an event on
international large-scale electricity interconnections and their strategic importance to achieve
an integrated vision for global power systems.
The event will be held during the Abu Dhabi World Energy Congress, scheduled to take place
from the 9th to 12th of September 2019, which will bring together experts and energy
policymakers in the area of grid interconnection from around the world.
According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), International power grid connections are
becoming an increasingly important element for energy policymakers to take into
consideration to achieve sustainable energy planning.
The event will also discuss the enabling role that grid technologies, such as smart grids and
Ultra-High Voltage Grids are playing to transform national grids into international electricity
networks with the capability to balance supply and demand, as well as peak capacity savings,
the integration of variable renewable energy, and provide access to remote energy resources.
As a joint-stock company subscribed by the six Gulf states, the GCCIA interlinks all the Gulf
states’ power systems, enabling increased efficiency and savings while providing a
sustainable alternative within the energy sector. Their main aim is to provide reliable,
competitive and sustainable transmission services to communities in the GCC, by leading the
development of an efficient power market, and giving knowledge excellence in power system
integration.
Interconnection is vital among others to provide reliable energy. By interconnecting power
systems, governments are not only promoting cross-border trade in electricity but also
lowering its costs by increasing the use of the most economical supply sources available. This,
in turn, helps to provide better power quality, more sustainable power, and more widespread
availability of electricity to communities.
As part of the agreement, GCCIA will also participate at the 2019 Abu Dhabi World Energy
Congress as an exhibitor. Through their participation at the 2019 Abu Dhabi World Energy
Congress, the GCCIA will highlight opportunities for regional cooperation including how they
are anticipating the introduction of renewable energy and keeping abreast of the technological
developments to prepare the network for future energy solutions.
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Dr. Matar Al Neyadi, Undersecretary at the UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry and Chairman
of the UAE Organising Committee for the 24th World Energy Congress, said: “We are
delighted to partner with GCCIA to secure an important presence at the 2019 Abu Dhabi World
Energy Congress. The fact that they will host an international event during the Congress on
grid interconnection while having a physical representation during the event illustrates the
importance that the Abu Dhabi World Energy Congress has for energy stakeholders from
around the world. This collaboration highlights the proactive and forward-thinking nature of
companies in the region to find sustainable alternatives within the energy sector. GCCIA’s
participation will help to bring together leading industry experts under one roof to discuss the
trends and outlooks for the future of interconnection in the region and beyond.”
Eng. Ahmed Ali Al-Ebrahim, CEO of the GCCIA, added: “Regional and international networks
are increasingly becoming a central point of the energy debate as one of the keys to address
the issues of energy equity, reliability and sustainability. As part of our mission, we are looking
at leading the development of a reliable efficient power market to serve the people in the GCC.
Having an active role at the 2019 Congress grants us the opportunity to showcase our
capabilities and share insights into the strategic importance of global electricity
interconnections. Thus, GGCIA alongside the Congress will serve as a critical contributor to
the global debate.”
The GCCIA will be joining an expected 2,500 other exhibitors in a 40,000 square meter space
at Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre (ADNEC). The Congress is expected to receive
15,000 attendees including an estimated 4,000 delegates and 7,000 trade visitors.
Held every three years in select international cities, the World Energy Congress is the world’s
largest, longest-running and most influential energy gathering. Under the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, the 24th edition will take
place from 9 to 12 September 2019 at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre (ADNEC).
This will mark the first time the Congress has been hosted in a Middle Eastern city, and by an
OPEC member country, in the event’s 94-year history.
The World Energy Congress sets itself apart from other energy and energy-related
conferences by covering the entire energy spectrum, from oil and gas to renewables and
nuclear as well as power, providing a forum for the industry’s largest and most diverse
conversation.

ENDS

For more information about the 24th World Energy Congress, please visit:
https://www.wec24.org/
For press queries, please contact:
Mustapha Al Tayech, Hill+Knowlton Strategies
mustapha.altayech@hkstrategies.com | +971 4 553 9543
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About the World Energy Congress
The World Energy Congress is the world’s largest and most influential energy event covering all aspects
of the energy agenda. Running since 1924, the triennial World Energy Congress enables dialogue
among Ministers, CEOs and industry experts on important developments in the energy sector. As the
world’s premier energy gathering, the Congress offers a unique opportunity for participants to better
understand energy issues and solutions from a global perspective. Over the 90-year history of the World
Energy Council the Congress has been key to the value of the organisation. The Congress has been
staged in over 20 cities across the world.

About Gulf Cooperation Council Interconnection Authority (GCCIA)
It was twenty-eight years ago when the leaders of the six GCC States met in Riyadh to form the Gulf
Cooperation Council which consists of the United Arab Emirates, the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, the Sultanate of Oman, the State of Qatar and the State of Kuwait. Of the many
objectives and goals that were then agreed upon one of the most unique was achieving the long-term
comprehensive development strategy goal which states that “The complete interlinking of the
infrastructure network among the GCC States, especially in the fields of electricity, transportation,
communication and information”.
Consequently, the GCC Interconnection Authority (GCCIA) was established in 2001, as a joint stock
company subscribed by the six- (6) Gulf States with an authorized capitalization of $1,400 million. It is
the owner and responsible body for the GCC Interconnection which links the power systems of all the
6 GCC States.
GCCIA is managed by a Board of twelve directors – 2 representatives per GCC country. The
Chairmanship is rotated amongst the Member states every 3 years based on the order of the Arabic
alphabet. The current Chairmanship is now with Bahrain Kingdom and Al Shaikh Nawaf ben Ibrahim
Al Khalifa is Chairman.
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