The World Energy Congress talks nuclear
The importance of nuclear energy for the transition towards a clean and affordable energy system is
th
being highlighted at the 24 World Energy Congress, taking place this week in Abu Dhabi.
A panel of industry leaders shared their vision of the bright future for nuclear at a session titled A new
dawn for nuclear energy. Mohamed Al Hammadi, CEO of Emirates Nuclear Energy Corporation said
that nuclear technologies are ‘proven, economically viable, safe and clean’.
Discussions at the Congress follow the publication of key reports from leading expert institutions, all
highlighting the crucial need for nuclear to grow if the world is serious about climate change and
decarbonising the economy. In its ‘Nuclear Energy in a Clean Energy System’ report released earlier
this year, the International Energy Agency concluded that without an expanded contribution from
nuclear energy, "the already huge challenge of achieving emissions reductions will become drastically
harder and more costly."
At the Congress, the World Energy Council launched a report on ‘The future of nuclear’ as part of its
World Energy Scenarios 2019. The report recognises the “increasing and widespread recognition that
nuclear energy will feature in the future global energy mix and make its contribution to sustainable
development”, and shows an increase of nuclear energy in all scenarios.
The nuclear industry, led by World Nuclear Association, has set the Harmony goal for nuclear energy
to provide at least 25% of global electricity before 2050. This will require trebling nuclear generation
from its present level, with some 1000 GWe of new nuclear generating capacity needing to be
constructed to achieve this goal.
World Nuclear Association released today a white paper, titled ‘The Silent Giant: The need for nuclear
in a clean energy system’, noting that the use of nuclear energy "is the fast track to a high-powered
and clean energy system, which not only delivers a healthier environment and an affordable supply of
electricity, but also strengthens energy security and helps mitigate climate change."
At the launch of the white paper, Agneta Rising, Director-General, World Nuclear Association said:
“Nuclear reactors are the low-carbon backbone of electricity systems, operating in the background,
day in and day out, often out of sight and out of mind. Capable of generating immense amounts of
clean power, they are the silent giants upon which we rely daily.”
“We are confident that policymakers will reflect on the latest landmark reports and messages and put
in place the right policies to transition to a clean electricity system to which nuclear energy contributes
fully”.

Notes to Editors
World Nuclear Association is the international organisation that represents the global nuclear industry. Its
mission is to promote a wider understanding of nuclear energy among key international influencers by producing
authoritative information, developing common industry positions, and contributing to the energy debate, as well
as to pave the way for expanding nuclear business.
If you would like more information on this topic, please call +44 7719 329790 or email press@world-nuclear.org.

