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New world energy chief praises activists but calls for realism

DANIEL SANDERSON In an interview with The Na- one of millions of young peo-  “Which child has never

The next leader of one of the
most influential bodies in
global energy has praised mil-
lions of young activists for de-
manding faster action on cli-
mate change but warned that
a transition to renewables will
not be achieved in “one leap™.

In November, Angela Wilkin-
son will become the first fe-
male chief executive and sec-
retary general of the World
Energy Council in its 95-year
history, at a time of growing
calls for a rapid move away
from fossil fuels.

tional, Ms Wilkinson said she
welcomed the challenge from
a younger generation, embod-
ied by Swedish 16-year-old
Greta Thunberg, not least be-
cause she used to be a youth
activist herself.

Ms Wilkinson revealed that
when she was the same age as
Ms Thunberg she took part in
protests against nuclear weap-
ons at Greenham Common, a
women’s peace camp in Berk-
shire, England, next to what
was then a storage site for Brit-
ish cruise missiles.

Last week, Ms Thunberg was

ple across the world to go on
“strike™” over global warming
inaction, ahead of this week’s
UN climate summit.

“I grew up in a time of the
threat of nuclear war,” Ms
Wilkinson said. “So at the age
of 161 lefthome because I want-
ed to know how to become an
anti-nuclear, disarmament pro-
tester and marched to Green-
ham Common.

“I would be more worried if
there were no protests [today];
no challenge coming from
teenagers and the youth for
older generations.

thought their parents out of
touch, which child has never
thought their parents should
just get out of the way?”

While she said she welcomed
the engagement of young peo-
ple, Ms Wilkinson also issued
a call for realism in the debate
over decarbonisation. Extinc-
tion Rebellion, a UK-based

Continued onpage 9
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ACTIVISTS URGED TO BE MORE REALISTIC
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campaign group that advocates
worldwide acts of civil disobe-
dience to force faster action on
climate change, has called on
the British government to re-
duce carbon emissions to net
zero by 2025. The WWF backs a
2040 targetin Europe.

Greta, who refuses to fly and
recently sailed to New York for
a UN climate summit on a so-
lar-powered yacht, and other
prominent activists regularly
attack politicians, businesses
and industry leaders for failing
to take more action to protect
the environment.

A “net zero” scenario would
mean emissions from homes,
transport, farming and indus-
try would have to be completely
avoided, or offset by planting
trees that would compe 3
by removing carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere.

However, the Committee on
Climate Change, an indepen-
dent group established to ad-
vise the UK government, said
in a recent report that 2050 was
the earliest “credible” date by
which the goal, since adopted
by British ministers, could be
achieved.

Antonio Guterres, the United
Nations General Secretary, and
the European Commission have
also backed the net zero emis-
sions by 2050 target, although
some experts have said that even
that is unrealistic. Critics argue
it risks increasing food insecuri-
ty and economic inequality, and
would be reliant on technology
that does notyet exist.

“We can go faster with decar-

Towards a New

Energy Era

bonisation but if we go too fast,
we risk new energy shocks but
also excluding a lot of the pop-
ulation,” said Ms Wilkinson,
speaking at the World Energy
Congress in Abu Dhabi this
month.

“Youth can make things look
very simple, when they're very
complex.

“I believe in the future we will
have ubiquitous, renewable en-
ergy for everybody. The question
is when will we have it and how
do we get from here to there?

“People who tell me we [get
there] with one leap, from coal
towind, or coal to solar, I think
the challenge is much more
nuanced than that. The middle
ground - the bridge - is very
important.

“We're going to have to use

clean coal in some countries
because, like it or not, that’'s
what they've got, and they're
not going to go without giving
their population energy.”
Another issue that has gained
global prominence over recent
years has been gender equali-
ty, with widespread calls to ad-
dress what many see as endem-
ic sexism women face in the
workplace and wider society.
But as the first female incom-
ing head of the World Energy
Council, Ms Wilkinson said she
had never personally had to face
gender-based discrimination
during her three-decade career.
With a PhD in physics and a
CV that includes roles :
ing business leaders, ministers
and positions at the Unive
of Oxford and the Organisation

for Economic Co-operation
and Development, the 58-year-
old said she had been “men-
tored and enabled by an ex-
ceptional group of senior male
leaders” who had encouraged
women to take on senior roles
in the energy sector.

Sheisaseniordirector for sce-
narios and business insights at
the same body she will oversee
as chief executive in November.

“I don’t work in the energy
sector thinking of myself as a
female, I work in the energy
sector thinking of myself as
an energy professional,” she
said. “I don’t sit there thinking
I'm playing the gender card or
should play the gender card.

“I can talk the talk, I have
deep energy experience, I
can have a good conversation

Angela
Wilkinson, the
first woman to
become chief
executive

and secretary
general of
World Energy
Council, at
Adnec in

Abu Dhabi
this month
Khushnum
Bhandari for The
National

with a minister ora CEO or an
academic and have good cre-
dentials. But you've got to talk
the language of energy, not the
language of gender.

“I have been fortunate
enough never to have been dis-
criminated against and I don’t
know if that's because 1 have
quite a strong personality, or if
it's just a matter of luck.
en you build a really good
CV, people respect you. If you
do things that have impact,
people respect you. You can’t
get through on a gender card,
you've got to get through on a
performance card.

“And you can’t get through
anywhere without being able to
relate to different cultures, and
speak the vocabulary of differ-
ent communities.”

But while she believes the
energy sector does not have a
big issue with gender discrim-
ination, Ms Wilkinson said she
worried it is much more pro-
nounced in fields such as poli-
tics and media.

In wider society, she said she
feared parts of the world were
seeing “the return of the trophy
wife”, where magazine covers
featured a poor choice of role
model who did not encour-
age young women to become
professionals.

“I do worry that we've sort of
gone through peak openness
and now we're on a downward
turn a bit,” she said.

“So we have to fight a little
bit more to make sure that the
doors and pathways remain
open for the next generation of
women.”

Reflecting on the early days
of her career, Ms Wilkinson
admitted she was a “pioneer in
girl power” in the sector, and
that while progress has been
made, the energy world re-
mained “male dominated”.

This is something she be-
lieves is changing, she said, as
careers in energy become more
appealing to women.

“There’s an opportunity to
take on a challenge that’s not
just about solving engineering
problems,” she said.

“It’s about solving a social
problem, addressing an educa-
tion challenge, solving a chal-
lenge facing global humanity.

“I think that makes it much
more attractive to women. If
you look around now, you find
far more women in the world of
energy than when I started.”
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Energy transition
accelerating across
countries worldwide

- - - -

THE WORLD ENERGY Council, in
partnership with Oliver Wyman, has
unveiled the latest progress for 130
countries on developing policies for
energy security, equity and
environmental sustainability.

Launched during the 24th World
Energy Congress in Abu Dhabi, the
UAE, the World Energy Trilemma
Report and Index provide a ranking
of countries’ energy performance
using global and national data. New
this year is the analysis of historic
trends.: There has been a general
trend of improving energy policy
performance. Since 2000 nearly
120 countries have been improving
their overall Trilemma scores over
the 20-year period while nine
countries have seen their overall
performance decline.

Switzerland, Sweden and
Denmark are the top three rated
countries across all three Trilemma
dimensions in 2019. The rate of
improvement in overall Trilemma
performance also appears to be
increasing — half of the countries
have consistently improved overall
scores since 2015.
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WECG ends on a
successful not

Russia to host the next World Energy Congress in 2022

ABU DHABI leading energy experts as-
sembled at the recently concluded 24th World
Energy Congress (WEC) called for the need
for courageous entreprencurship o tackle
tomorrow’s Key energy issues, using 5G 1o
stimulate a drive towards sustainability and
discussing ways that can lead to faster, better
and cheaper energy.

WEC is the World Energy Council’s global
flagship event offering a platform lor global en-
ergy leaders to explore new energy futures, criti-
cal innovation areas, and new strategies,

Hosted by the UAL in Abu Dhabi, last month,
the four-day event saw some of the global ener-
gy thought leaders, UAE's highest profile busi-
ness leaders as well as distinguished industry
figures, exciting young thinkers and govemn-
ment ministers participating in extensive de-
bates covering issues critical to the future of
energy production, supply and distribution and
how bold entrepreneurship can shape the cul-
ture of innovation needed in rapidly changing
world, said the event organisers.

The last day’s keynote speech saw Khalila
Hassan Alforah Alshamsi, Etisalat's Group
Chief Corporate Strategy & Governance Of-

Al Mazrouei (centre)on stage with Novak (right)

ficer, explain how the newest generation of

mobile technology can be hamessed to pro-
mote sustainability in the energy sectlor.

Alshamsi said: “5G is a new picce of tech-
nology that can revolutionise new industry. [t
is not only about speed but yes it will be phe-
nomenal for VR and AR experiences.”

The closing plenary of the 24th WEC cel-
cbrated the event’s achievements and suc-
cesses as well as reflecting on the innovative
ideas and bold solutions that were formulated
over four impactful days

Dr Christoph Frei, Secretary General &
Chief Executive Officer, World Energy Coun-
cil, moderated the final plenary of the week

that celebrated the achievements of the first
WEC to be held in the Middle East.

Speaking in front of an assembled audience,
Suhail Mohamed Al Mazrouei, UAE Mimster
of Energy and Industry, said the previous days
were an important step towards helping to re-
shape the future of the energy industry.

He said: “It has been an excellent event and
the overall result of the discussions between
ministers of the governments have led o an
excellent outcome. We have agreed that all of
us are committed to reduce the emissions that
we produce and make sure that we can all work
together to help serve the whole industry well

“It is also important to understand that any
type of energy is going to help us going for-
ward. We have to make an impact so that in
the future, we have cleaner air and water that
will benefit the world.”

Joiing Al Mazrouei on stage was Alex-
ander Novak, Minister of Energy, Russian
Federation. As hosts of the next World En-
ergy Congress in 2022, Novak said Russia
will embrace the opportunity to build on Abu
Dhabi’s success in hosting the energy indus-
try's flagship event in three years time.
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Dewa’s role in supportin
energy start-ups highlighted

Marwan Bin Haidar, Executive Vice President of

© Officials during the event.

Innovation& The Future at Dubai Electricity and
Water Authority (D s

ress (WEC)

said Saeed

‘Al Tayer, MD & CEO of
Dewa, 'srole

in Abu Dhabi. The session was entitled ‘Start-up.
Energy Transition: The Power of the Bold. Dewa
was the host sponsor of the WEC.

“Our wise leadership believes that young
people are the driving force for developing
the clean and renewable energy sector. They
support innovation to develop

energy entrepreneurs and start-ups.

Al Tayer pointed out that Dewa's projects.
and iitiatives are in ine with the UAE Centen-
nial 207, the UAE Vision 2021 to make the UAE
one of the best countries in the world, and the
Dubai Clean Energy Strategy 2050, to make
D

solutions tothe challenges that face humanity.
Thisinnovation emanates from the UAE, which
has become @ hub and incubator for creativity
‘and innovators from around the world. Dewa's

g
economy, and provide 75 per cent of Dubai's
total power output from clean energy sources
by 2050.

During the session, Bin Haidor focused on

Energy Congress 2019 supports its vision as a

i i in the Dubai Future Ac-
celerators programme, the largest business
janised

tion and its strategy to support

in the clean and ctor. This
is also part of our efforts to support innovators

towork t

who developeffectivesolutions that contribute
to achieving the UN Sustainable Development
Goals to mitigate climate change and reduce
global warming. This s achieved by increasing
the share of renewable and clean energy, im-

to overcome challenges in their areas of work.
Bin Haidar noted that Dewa received over 300
applications from start-ups around the world
duringits participation in the six previous edi-
tions of the programme. This resulted in the

signing of 19 and completing 16

ABU DHSBI

Dewa'’s projects
and initiatives are
in line with the
UAE Centennial
207!, UAE Vision
202! and to make
the UAE a global
hub for clean
energy and green
economy

innovative pilot projects in digital transforma-
tion and Dewa's smart infrastructure.

Bin Haidar also highlighted Dewa's role in
supporting ‘Free Electrons, the global energy
accelerator programme for start-ups that de-
velop innovative energy solutions. It provides
o unique opportunity for energy start-ups to
exchange knowledge and expand into new
markets around the world. Dewa is one of the
prominent members of the alliance, which
comprises nine prominentinterational energy
companies. These are AusNet from Australia;
E5BfromIreland; EDPfrom Portugal;innogy from
the EU; Origin Energy from Australia; Singapore
Power; TEPCO from Japan; American Electric
Power; and CLP from Hong Kong; in addition
to Beta-i from Portugal that supports such
entrepreneurship projects.

“The Free Electrons programme providesan
integrated framework for establishing partner-

The World Energy Congress (WEC) is the
world's largest gathering to deal with chal-
lenges facing the energy sector and shape the
future of the energy industry around the world.
Itis attended by ministers, energy leaders, and
prominent experts from around the world to
discuss global energy issues. Since 1924, WEC
has been organised every three years by the
World Energy Councilin one of the major cities
or capitals around the world. This is the first
time the WEC is being hosted in an Arab city,
and the UAE is aiso the first OPEC member to
host this global conference.

It may be noted that Dubai Electricity and
Water Authority (Dewa) was established in 1999
afterthe mergerof DubaiElectricCompany and
the Dubai Water Department that had been
operating independently since I959.

Dewa provides vital electricity and water
supply to customers across the emirate of
Dub

clean and renewable energy as well as pave
the way for more achievements in the future.
It also supports Dewa’s efforts in employing

customer services with reliable, clean and safe
electricity and water. Today Dewa employs o
workforce of over 6000 employees who con:

such as Al, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, energy
storage, blockchain, ings,

and quality of services provided are of the

among others,” said Bin Haidar.

highest sisten
Business Bureau, Gulf Today
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KUNA photos

HH the Deputy Amir with Speaker Al-Ghanim.

HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince receives officials

of Interior Anas Al-Saleh.

HH the Deputy Amir with Minister Dr Al-Fadhel.

September

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Minister Al-Fadhel briefed His Highness on results and recommenda-

Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Seif Palace Sunday Speaker of the National
Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanim.

His Highness the Deputy Amir also received His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs as well as Acting Minister

His Highness the Deputy Amir also received at Seif Palace Sunday Min-
ister of Oll, Electricity and Water Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel.

His Highness met Al-Fadhel after the latter attended on behalf of the
Crown Prince, the opening ceremony of the 24th World Energy Con-
gress, “Energy for Prosperity,” held in Abu Dhabi from 9th to 12th of

tions of the conference, recent developments in the global energy field, as
part of the approach to face challenges and draw up a “roadmap for future
generations.” (KUNA)
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Deputy Amir receives top oflicials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince receives His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Minister of State for Cabinet HH the Deputy Amir receives Speaker of the National Assembly
Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. — KUNA photos Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh  Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs as well as Acting Minister of  Congress “Energy for Prosperity™ held in Abu Dhabi from 9th to 12th
Nawal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received Speaker of the  Interior Anas Al-Saleh yesterday at Seil Palace. Minister of Oil,  of September. Minister Al-Fadhel briefed HIT on the results and rec-
National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem. His Highness the Deputy  Electricity and Water Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel was also received by the  ommendations of the conference, recent developments in the global
Amir also received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al- Deputy Amir. HH met Al-Fadhel after the latter attended on the Crown  energy flield. as part of the approach to face challenges and draw up a
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Deputy Prime Minister and  Prince’s behall the opening ceremony of the 24th World Energy  “roadmap for future generations.” —KUNA
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